Create Satan - cont.

e God desires to be in loving community
with individuals who likewise choose Him!
Just as we can use our free will to rebel
against God, we can use our free will to
express our love and devotion for God.
However, the problem is that once we
choose sin and rebellion, as much as we
may desire to be back in a relationship
with God our sin has created an obstacle
that we cannot overcome on our own. But
God had a plan for that, which leads to the
second thing | would suggest considering.

e God in His omniscience knew He
would need a remedy for sin even before
He created the world. His plan was to
send Jesus to earth to atone for sin, and
provide him as a propitiation for our sin
(Ephesians 1:4). As a popular Bible class
curriculum summarizes, "Before the world
began, God had a great plan, and that plan
was Jesus!"

e  What does all of this mean? It means
that God loved each of us to such a great
degree, that even though He knew we
would reject Him and sin, and that the
only way to overcome that rejection
would be if He sent His son to experience
death for us, He still created everything
anyway! What an amazing, gracious and
loving God! "See what great love the Father
has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are" (|
John 3:1, NIV)!

Let's zoom back out to the question of
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why God created Satan. | will not fully know
God's reasoning for everything that He has

done, but in those moments | choose to trust

in what God has revealed about Himself and
His character. He is good, He is holy, He is
sovereign. | trust Him.

- Jeremy Dehut -
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For though we walk in the flesh, we do
not war according to the flesh, for the
weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses.
- 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 -




“Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the
heavens; praise him in the heights! Praise him,
all his angels; praise him, all his hosts...Let
them praise the name of the Lord! For he
commanded and they were created.”

- Psalm 148:1-2, 5 -

This past week a Christian in India
reached out to me online because he is
studying with a Hindu friend who has a
couple of questions about the origin of
Satan and evil. | asked our brother if he
would let me organize my thoughts in the
blog because others might benefit from
thinking through these questions also. His
friend asked two questions:

I. "Why did God create Satan and
evil?" The question was originally asked
this way, but | think it reveals a fundamen-
tal misunderstanding about God's role in
creation and His basic character. Perhaps
the misunderstanding comes from trying
to comprehend God from the perspective
of polytheistic deities within other reli-
gions. Instead, let's begin by examining
what the Bible reveals about the origin and
character of Satan.

Satan is a created being. In Colos-
sians |:15-16, Paul wrote a beautiful and
powerful text that emphasizes that Jesus is
above everything. He stated that by Jesus
“all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities - all things
were created through him and for him." An-
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gels, whether describing those faithful to God
or those who rebelled against Him, are a part
of the invisible creation. The phrase "rulers
and authorities" is used to describe spiritual
forces who oppose God in other scriptures
(see Colossians 2:15, Ephesians 3:10; etc.). Ex-
cept for God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, these
other spiritual beings are created! In Psalm
148:1-5 the writer calls on all of the creation
to praise the Lord, including angels, "Let them
praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded
and they were created."

Satan did not start out evil or deceit-
ful! Satan was created, but he did not start out
evil or hostile to God. According to Genesis
1:10, 12, 18, 25, 31, everything God created
was good! On the last day of creation, God
saw that it was very good. That includes spir-
itual beings. Originally the created, spiritual
being called Satan was good.

Satan and his angels rebelled against
God and what He created them for. But
something changed. Spiritual beings and human
beings are given something called "free will."
They are given the ability to choose whether
or not they will believe, love and obey God.
When Peter explained that God will judge
false teachers and deliver righteous people, he
gave the historical example of God judging
angels when they sinned (2 Peter 2:4). John
taught that Satan didn't waste any time rebel-
ling against God, that he has been sinning from
the beginning of the creation (I John 3:8).

Where did evil come from? This part

of the question deserves it's own, longer
answer. But based on what we have stud-
ied so far we know the following... If God
and His character set the standard for
what is good, then evil needs to be under-
stood as anyone or anything that is against
God and His character. It appears that the
short answer to our friend's first question
is, "Satan was created by God and original-
ly was good, like all the creation. But he
introduced evil when he used his free will
to rebel against his Creator. He deceitfully
tempts other created beings to do the
same. When other beings give into temp-
tation they are morally compared to Satan,
and he stands ready to accuse them of
their sin before God" (see Genesis 3 &
John 8:39-47).

But, why did God create Satan?
Really, this question stems from wrestling
with God's omniscience; the fact that God
is all-knowing. God knew that Satan would
rebel. But let's simplify and change the
subject of the question by asking it on a
more personal level. Why did God create
you or me? God knew that Adam and Eve
would sin in the garden. Our omniscient
God knew that you and | would sin against
Him. Why then, did God create us capable
of free will if He knew we would chose
rebellion? Whenever we start to examine
God's motives | think it's helpful to tread
careful and reverentially. | would like to
offer a couple of suggestions for each
reader to pursue further.

- continued -



